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Women in Agriculture: Making the Critical Difference
Market Report
Yr 
Ago
4 Wks
Ago 9/23/05
Livestock and Products,
 Weekly Average
Nebraska Slaughter Steers,
  35-65% Choice, Live Weight . . . . . . . .
Nebraska Feeder Steers, 
  Med. & Large Frame, 550-600 lb . . . . .
Nebraska Feeder Steers, 
  Med. & Large Frame 750-800 lb . . . . .
Choice Boxed Beef, 
  600-750 lb. Carcass . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Western Corn Belt Base Hog Price
  Carcass, Negotiated . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Feeder Pigs, National Direct
  45 lbs, FOB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pork Carcass Cutout, 185 lb. Carcass,     
  51-52% Lean . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Slaughter Lambs, Ch. & Pr., 90-160 lbs.,
  Shorn, Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
National Carcass Lamb Cutout,
   FOB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$83.69
125.75
116.26
137.11
81.17
46.25
76.33
92.00
218.31
$81.59
133.06
120.48
133.01
70.35
49.85
75.65
94.00
241.57
$86.44
135.24
118.58
140.34
68.07
51.45
71.07
95.37
243.13
Crops, 
 Daily Spot Prices
Wheat, No. 1, H.W.
  Omaha, bu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Corn, No. 2, Yellow
  Omaha, bu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Soybeans, No. 1, Yellow
  Omaha, bu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Grain Sorghum, No. 2, Yellow
  Columbus, cwt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oats, No. 2, Heavy
  Minneapolis, MN , bu . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3.35
1.84
4.89
2.80
1.79
   *
    
1.66
5.87
2.68
1.70
  * 
        
1.49
5.04
2.39
1.75
Hay
 Alfalfa, Large Square Bales, 
  Good to Premium, RFV 160-185
  Northeast Nebraska, ton . . . . . . . . . . .
Alfalfa, Large Rounds, Good
  Platte Valley, ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Grass Hay, Large Rounds, Good
  Northeast Nebraska, ton . . . . . . . . . . .
115.00
62.50
57.50
117.50
37.50
52.50
117.50
37.50
52.50
* No market.
In 2002 the Census of Agriculture reported the
total number of farm operators was 70,668. Nearly
16,000 of those operators were women, representing
22.5 percent of all operators. Over 3,000 women were
designated as principal operators, representing over 6
percent of Nebraska’s 49,355 farms. Because women
play a significant role in farm operation in the state, the
Women in Agriculture program has grown and flour-
ished over the past 21 years.
The 21  Annual Women in Agriculture: Makingst
the Critical Difference Conference was held September
15 – 16, 2005 in Kearney, Nebraska. There were over
390 women from 5 states, Canada and Australia in
attendance. Eighty-three Nebraska counties were
represented, with lenders and agribusinesses playing an
important part by sponsoring 223 women.      
This year’s conference was kicked off by Dr.
JoAnne Owen-Nausler. Dr. Jo is a health and fitness
motivational speaker from Lincoln, Nebraska. As the
Director of Corporate and Community Relations for
Walk4Life Inc., Dr. Jo is spearheading Get Moving
America, a nationwide initiative to promote
movement-centered programs. Her keynote message
“Secure Your Own Mask First” inspired the women to
take better care of themselves while maintaining the
busy pace of life. 
The conference also offered twenty-five work-
shops focusing on a wide variety of topics including
accounting, tax planning strategies, insurance, meth-
amphetamine in rural Nebraska, FAST Tools, family
business meetings, marketing, landscaping, nutrition,
cattle price risk mitigation during legal litigation,
global warming and carbon sequestration, animal ID
and computerized farming.
R.P. Smith, a rancher, humorist and cowboy poet
from Custer County, Nebraska provided  the entertain-
ment for the Thursday evening banquet. R.P. has been
entertaining people for over ten years. Much of his
inspiration comes from his family and what’s going
on at the family ranch. The crowd was captivated by
his stories and poetry and loved the humorous, upbeat
outlook he has on life.
Christine Burton from Saskatchewan, Canada
started the day on Friday with a world-view of
women’s contributions to agriculture. Christine comes
from a family farm background and has made a career
in public service. Blenda Keylon finished the confer-
ence on Friday with her presentation “Can You Hear
Me Now.” Blenda is a licensed social worker and
mother of five who actively participated with her hus-
Doug Jose, Extension Farm Mangement Specialist, 
     gives opening remarks.
    
band in the operation of the family farm for twenty
years. She stressed the importance of listening to those
around you to really understand where they are coming
from.
An added bonus to this year’s conference was a
message on Friday morning from Alan Baquet, the
new University of Nebraska Agricultural Economics
Department Head.  Dr. Baquet spoke of the importance
of the Women in Agriculture Conference to the Uni-
versity and to the women of the state of Nebraska.
Next year’s conference is scheduled for September 14-
15, 2006 at the Kearney Holiday Inn.
Meg Klosterman Kester, (402) 472-1771
Project Specialist
Dept. of Agricultural Economics
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Jean Mastny from Clarkson, NE
winner of the 2005 Deb Rood Memorial Scholarship
                                                  Dave Goeller, Transition Specialist 
                                                    gives an overview of FAST tools
“This was an experience that opened my eyes to
many resources that are available and also made
me aware of how valuable I am as a 
woman to agriculture.  
Thank You!!”
